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4th year medical student 

Course Description 

Forensic Pediatrics is the study of child abuse as it relates broadly to pediatrics. This elective is both 
didactic and heavily experiential - combining study, lectures, and field experiences. 
Identification, diagnosis, management, and policy issues will be addressed. At the conclusion of this 
elective, the senior medical student will have a greatly increased understanding of child abuse and 
how it is a major component to child and adult health, and a set of skills in its identification. 
The didactic portion consists of interactive teaching with the child abuse pediatricians, review of cases 
and readings in child abuse (books, articles, and photographic atlases). The student will have hands­
on and field experiences in a clinic seeing physical abuse, sexual abuse and neglect; observe child 
interviews; review current child abuse case records; participate in child abuse consultations on the 
hospital and observe community activities including DCF investigations, court, law enforcement, and 
child abuse prevention. 

INTRODUCTION 

In many primate societies, its smallest and most vulnerable members are both cherished and 
occasionally abused by adults. Humans also mistreat their young - at a relatively high rate. The 
statistics about this are many, but a few to consider: 
1. Child abuse has been experienced in one form or another by at least 30% of the adult population

2. Child abuse is the leading cause of death between 6 months of age and 12 months of age. It is the
second leading cause of death between 6 months and 12 years of age.
3. Over 90% of prisoners were victims of child abuse; over 90% of prostitutes were sexually abused
as children; and about 70% of adult psychiatric outpatients were victims of child abuse
4. It is conservatively estimated that there are an additional 36,000 violent criminals and 250
murders in the US each year because of child abuse
5. Child abuse is conservatively estimated to cost at least $124 billion per year to society
6. Each case of shaken baby syndrome costs at least $1 million
7. Medical schools in the US typically provide 2 hours of formal training about child abuse
8. The CDC states that adverse childhood experiences (ACES) are the most important health problem
in the U.S.
The goal of this elective is to heighten your awareness as to the diversity and depth of the problem,

and to enhance basic skills in recognition, diagnosis, intervention and treatment of child abuse.
Several key misconceptions that are common among the general public and many physicians include:
1. The primary means to determine if a child has been sexually abused is to send the child to the
doctor for an examination

2. Children can suffer a fair amount of physical abuse or neglect, but will turn out ok if they are then
placed in a loving environment
3. Child abuse is an infrequent, abnormal condition of humanity and would not be caused by nice
people such as themselves

Welcome to one of the most interesting, sophisticated and diverse areas of medicine! The children and 










